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Book under review:
BULLETS OR BALLOTS:
The ultimate solution to crime and unemployment in South Africa 

by  Dr Ruben Richards, MAHT 2010. 
Bullets or Ballots is a call to action in a voice that is direct and urgent. Dr Richards’ solutions to crime and unemployment as two major challenges facing South Africa today, suggests a mind and paradigm shift – a different national psyche. 
What he proposes is that we take on an industrial consciousness both as individuals and as a nation. What is this industrial consciousness? Productivity, organisation and efficiency are some of the principles he argues should be at the centre of this new consciousness.

To be able to be taken more seriously in the global economic landscape, Africa has to address the fact that it accounts for just over 1% of world industry. South Africa, who “holds the hope” for the continent, has some responsibility to show the way in this regard.
Dr Richards’s points out that the role of the state is to take leadership and to “get the macroeconomic environment, skills development and industrial policy right”, leaving job creation to business and the private sector.
He brings our attention back to the misalignment of our education system, our economic goals and the skills needed in our labour market if we are going to create an attitude of industrial consciousness.
The “shoot to kill” approach to criminal activity recently adopted by the police is indicative of the lack of a holistic perspective and the desperation with which individuals in our law enforcement sector want to end crime. Making direct links between unemployment and crime is so critical if we want to move forward.  

Over time, we all have all become more aware of the “missing link”- the gap between policy and implementation. This becomes more evident as we see the increasing number of service delivery protests and strike action. Richards suggests that it is in our individual and collective consciousness that we have to create the bridge between the two in order to move from policy to action.
Bullets or Ballots is authentic because it reflects Dr Richards’ personal account of combined theoretical and practical experience and insights that bring him to what he proposes in his book. I found myself dipping into different sections for “quick reads” on the many ideas he puts forward. His book is a refreshing and brazen attempt at showing us how to eat the unemployment and crime elephant in South Africa. 
We need more of this style of discourse to enter the public space. In different and accessible forms. 
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